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Please look up and read all verses in their entirety. | have only written partial verses.

Make your own notes, write down other scriptures that you run across while studying, write down
guestions that you may have or comments as well. Allow the Holy Spirit to reveal to you what he would
have you to see through the study of Gods word.

The explanation paragraphs are from commentaries that | found.

Finding the book of the law.

2 Kings 22:1-20, 23:1-37

2 KingS 22: 8 - 13 And Hilkiah the high priest said unto Shaphan the scribe, | have found the
book of the law in the house of the LoRD. And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it. And
Shaphan the scribe came to the king, and brought the king word again, and said, Thy servants have
gathered the money that was found in the house, and have delivered it into the hand of them that do the
work, that have the oversight of the house of the LORD. And Shaphan the scribe shewed the king, saying,
Hilkiah the priest hath delivered me a book. And Shaphan read it before the king. And it came to pass,
when the king had heard the words of the book of the law, that he rent his clothes. And the king
commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of Michaiah, and
Shaphan the scribe, and Asahiah a servant of the king's, saying, Go ye, enquire of the LORD for me, and for
the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that is found: for great is the wrath of
the LORD that is kindled against us, because our fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this book,
to do according unto all that which is written concerning us.



Around 622 B.C.,King Josiah began his restoration of the temple, putting the final seal on
his plan to restore the true worship of the true God. In the process of restoring the temple,
the high priest Hilkiah found the, Book of the Law, that is, the law of Moses, the Pentateuch.
Various ideas have been put forward about what the book was and why it was lost, It was the
temple copy which, had been laid beside the ark in the most holy place. The book however
seems to have become misplaced during the apostate administrations of the previous kings,
Manasseh and Amon, when the temple itself had been profaned by idols, and the ark was also
removed from its site, it was somehow lost, and was now found again during the repair of the temple.
Somehow in the providence of God, a pious priest or scribe managed to safeguard a copy of
the book in a hiding place in the temple and prayed that it might not perish until it could
once more take its position as the bedrock of Israel's life.

Deuteronomy 31: 24 — 29,.... And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end

of writing the words of this law in a book, until they were finished, That Moses commanded the Levites,
which bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, saying, Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of
the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be there for a witness against thee. For | know
thy rebellion, and thy stiff neck: behold, while | am yet alive with you this day, ye have been rebellious
against the LORD; and how much more after my death? Gather unto me all the elders of your tribes, and
your officers, that | may speak these words in their ears, and call heaven and earth to record against
them. For | know that after my death ye will utterly corrupt yourselves, and turn aside from the way which
| have commanded you; and evil will befall you in the latter days; because ye will do evil in the sight of
the LORD, to provoke him to anger through the work of your hands.

2 Chronicles 35: 2 - 4, . And he set the priests in their charges, and encouraged

them to the service of the house of the LORD, And said unto the Levites that taught all Israel, which were
holy unto the LORD, Put the holy ark in the house which Solomon the son of David king of Israel did build;
it shall not be a burden upon your shoulders: serve now the LORD your God, and his people Israel, And
prepare yourselves by the houses of your fathers, after your courses, according to the writing of David
king of Israel, and according to the writing of Solomon his son.

Realizing the newfound book was very likely of God and that his instructions had been
flouted by the nation, Josiah was grief stricken. The tearing of clothes was an expression of
extreme grief during biblical times, but God requires more than just an outward show of
grief. He wants to see the same tender heart that Josiah had, in all his people.



Joel 2:12 - 14, ...« Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with all your heart,
and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: And rend your heart, and not your garments, and
turn unto the LORD your God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and
repenteth him of the evil. Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind him;
even a meat offering and a drink offering unto the LORD your God?

Josiah set up a delegation to seek God's will. The delegation, headed by Hilkiah, went to
Huldah the prophetess, a common practice in the Old Testament. A puzzling question to
some is why Josiah's delegation went to a prophetess rather than the more well-known
prophets of the time, such as Jeremiah and Zephaniah. It could simply be that they were
not so well known at the time, or perhaps they were then preaching in another part of
Judah. In any event, they were not needed for the task.

2 Kings 22: 14 - 20,....80 Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor, and Shaphan, and

Asahiah, went unto Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas,
keeper of the wardrobe; (now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the college;) and they communed with her. And
she said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Tell the man that sent you to me, Thus saith

the LoRD, Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even all the words of
the book which the king of Judah hath read: Because they have forsaken me, and have burned incense
unto other gods, that they might provoke me to anger with all the works of their hands; therefore my
wrath shall be kindled against this place, and shall not be quenched. But to the king of Judah which sent
you to enquire of the LORD, thus shall ye say to him, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, As touching the
words which thou hast heard; Because thine heart was tender, and thou hast humbled thyself before

the LORD, when thou heardest what | spake against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, that
they should become a desolation and a curse, and hast rent thy clothes, and wept before me; | also have
heard thee, saith the LORD. Behold therefore, | will gather thee unto thy fathers, and thou shalt be
gathered into thy grave in peace; and thine eyes shall not see all the evil which | will bring upon this place.
And they brought the king word again.

Huldah was truly a prophetess of God. She sent two messages back, one to the man who
sent them to her and the other to Josiah which was a message of condemnation for Judah
but of peace for the king. On being consulted, she delivered an oracular response in which judgment
was blended with mercy; for it announced the impending calamities that at no distant period were to
overtake the city and its inhabitants. But at the same time the king was consoled with an assurance that
this season of punishment and sorrow should not be during his lifetime, on account of the faith, penitence,
and pious zeal for the divine glory and worship which, in his public capacity and with his royal influence,
he had displayed.



2 KingS 23: 1 - 3, . And the king sent, and they gathered unto him all the elders of
Judah and of Jerusalem. And the king went up into the house of the LORD, and all the men of Judah and
all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and the priests, and the prophets, and all the people, both small
and great: and he read in their ears all the words of the book of the covenant which was found in the
house of the LORD. And the king stood by a pillar, and made a covenant before the LORD, to walk after
the LORD, and to keep his commandments and his testimonies and his statutes with all their heart and all
their soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were written in this book. And all the people stood
to the covenant.

This pious and patriotic king, not content with the promise of his own security, felt, after Huldah's
response, an increased desire to avert the threatened calamities from his kingdom and people. Knowing
the richness of the divine clemency and grace to the penitent, he convened the elders of the people, and
placing himself at their head, accompanied by the collective body of the inhabitants, went in solemn
procession to the temple, where he ordered the book of the law to be read to the assembled audience,
and covenanted, with the unanimous concurrence of his subjects, to adhere steadfastly to all the
commandments of the Lord. It was an occasion of solemn interest, closely connected with a great
national crisis, and the beautiful example of piety in the highest quarter would exert a salutary influence
over all classes of the people in animating their devotions and encouraging their return to the faith of their
fathers.

Let us pray.

If anyone has any questions, comments or would just like to discuss any of the scriptures, feel free to
call, text or email me. Keep praying for each other and all the God lays upon your heart. Hope to see
everyone soon. God Bless.

Tim Faghes
304.376.3177 — Text or talk.

Tim.hughes1962@gmail.com
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